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It’s No Small Event
By R. Riverstone
It’s a small, white house, un
pretentious, surrounded by emerald
grass at the edge of a lake — a
simple structure. If a friend hadn’t
pointed it out to me, I could
probably have lived here for years,
driven past it regularly — and never
noticed that it was there.
But that friend pointed as we
drove by one day and said, “and
over there is the YWCA. They’re
putting in a women’s library.”
And now, each time I pass 404
Camino El Estero, I notice it and
think about the fact that there is a
place I can go to read my own
history, hear my own voice and feel
my own heritage.
In modern libraries, there may be
a “women’s studies” section, often
only a shelf or two among the
stacks. It doesn’t exactly qualify as
representative of over 50 percent of
the human race, does it?
Women have an oral tradition of
communication (notice, I didn’t first
learn of the library by reading about
it). In patriarchal cultures, we have
been discouraged from studying
written
language
and
from
recording our knowledge and our
accomplishments. And the learned
men of the past showed little in
terest in documenting our ex
periences for us. Hence, much of our
history has been denied us,
forgotten or distorted by the special
interests of male scholars.
It is no small event, then, that a
collection of over 2,000 volumes by,
for and about women exists at all.
And we are privileged that it exists
on the Monterey Peninsula.
Kate Miller, who donated the
collection that makes up most of the
library, is grateful for the op
portunity to make available to other
women the literature which has
changed her life.
Miller says of the collection, “The
books are very special to me.
Reading about other women’s lives
has transformed my own. I’m much
more
optimistic
about
the
possibilities for accomplishment.
Learning about women in other
parts of the world, other cultures,
has changed me.
“I feel I have a commonality with
women in the (feminist) movement
everywhere. It’s happening every
where! All this history, this
knowledge, has been kept from us
for so long. Discovering it has made
me much stronger. That’s the
reason I wanted to share it.”
On Friday, Sept. 28, the YWCA
filled with people wanting to share
this life-transforming experience.
Members of the mostly-female
crowd spoke of plans to use the
library and the Women’s Center in
which it is housed.
Vicky Bowen, YWCA member,
told me, “I’m interested in knowing
what’s available in women’s studies.
The library will help focus the
community’s interest on it. And I
get to take advantage of other
people’s work and research.”
Regarding the Women’s Center at

Jenny Kurzweil enjoys a volume from the children’s collection

Just a small sampling of the books in the YWCA Women’s Library

the Y — plans for which include a
lecture series and a women’s coffee
house — Bowen suggested that a
support group for women in non
traditional jobs would be of interest
to her. “I’m looking for more con
fidence about going out there. I
need resources and I need support.”
Plans to create a women’s library
are not a recent development at the
Y. Mary Morain, board member and

original founder of the library, gave
some background on the events
which led to the library’s opening:

“I feel such appreciation for those
who took on the task. It was a real
struggle in the old days. In the old
building, the books were over
whelmed by the room. Here, they
are a part of it. I can’t tell you how
happy I am to see how it worked

out.
“Sometimes, with changes in
administration, we lose the history
of the YWCA. But around ’77 or ’78,
at the height of the present women’s
movement, a group of women in the
area began talking about putting
together a library by, for and about
women. The Y said we’d do it.
“I took a special interest, as no
one else really had much time. We
built up a little library. We got quite
a group of books together.
“When Paula
(Butterfield,
director of the Women’s Center)
joined the staff, she kept it all tied
together.
“It’s so pleasing to see someone
else take up a project you’ve been
working on, and make something of
it.”
Morain remained close to the
library project. “I knew about a
foundation which gave us a small
amount of money, enough to hire
professionals to catalog the books
for us.
“The library might bring in new
people to the Y, students from MPC,
and so on. It may spark a new in
terest in the great women of
history, in their struggles. I believe
it’s important for the girls growing
up to have a background, to know
what their grandmothers went
through, so they’ll see everything in
context — not just as history, but as
having
solutions
to
common
problems.
“It’s also just a pleasant place.
You can browse through the books,
sit in the yard, relax and read.”
Morain, too, has ideas for the use
of the Women’s Center.
“I think the space would have to
be used in an intellectual manner. In
the old building, we had the idea of
having women authors share their
works with us, to read new manu
scripts or recently published works.
“It would be a place to celebrate,
to share the good things that have
come out of the difficulties. This will
be a place where we can study the
sociology of the women’s movement,
and the effect it is having on our
society.”
The library and Women’s Center
are examples of the changes at the
Monterey YWCA, which also
provides a 24-hour crisis line and
emergency shelter for victims of
domestic violence. No longer
identified
with
white-gloved
Christianity, the Y has updated its
purpose and commitment.
“Our mission,” states the Y, “is to
provide new opportunities to
women and girls to grow to their full
potential
—
personally,
in
tellectually, socially, politically,
emotionally.
“We are dedicated to women
helping
women
through
our
programs. We bring together a
diversity of women representing all
ages, ethnic groups and lifestyles.”
The library opening was marked
by a deep feeling of optimism and
pride in our continuing success. A
sense of a new beginning in our lives
touched many of those gathered.

editorial

Legislative Update
By Lisa Katz
NOW Legislative Advocate

Legislation in California this last year has reflected the growing influence of
the women’s vote. The effects of the “gender gap” can be observed from the
steadily increasing number of “women’s bills” that have been introduced. In
this last year, California NOW took positions on nearly 150 bills, and there
were still many more which we did not take positions on more for reasons of
time than because they would not have a major impact on women’s lives.

Major strides were made this year in changing attitudes if not changing laws,
on the subject of sex discrimination in insurance. California NOW
sponsored SB 1226 by Senator Bill Lockyer, which would have prohibited
sex discrimination in the availability, rates, cancellation, or other benefits of
individual pension plans and life insurance. Although this bill was defeated
in its first committee hearing this year, the issue was raised, and the stage has
been set for the ongoing struggle for equality on this important front.

Along with the positive effects of women’s growing political power comes
the negative backlash. This is most clearly visible in the ongoing attack on
women’s reproductive rights. There were fewer anti-choice bills introduced
this year than in the last few years. But the attacks are now becoming both
more sophisticated and more sinister. In the last few months attempts have
been made to circumvent almost every rule of the State Senate and bring a
bill that has already been defeated in committee out of that committee along
with another bill that liad never been heard in committee (at the author’s
request) and amend the dead bill into the unheard bill on the Senate floor.

"Why Doesn't He Cut HIS Salary and Benefits to the

National Average?

The subject of this bill was prohibiting abortions for minors without parental
consent. Fortunately the Senate leadership stuck to good government
principles over political pressure and defeated this outrageous motion.
The American Life Lobby has also stepped up its efforts to abolish the
Statewide Office of Family Planning by working with the Dept, of Health
Services to hold up the legitimate contracts of 41 Family Planning Providers.
These contracts have now been released with new anti-abortion amend
ments. But the amendments seem to go no further than what is current
practice, that no state family planning money be spent for abortions.
Pay Equity (Comparable Worth) continues to be a popular issue for
legislation. The most important actions taken in this area this year were the
proposals by the Senate Democratic Leadership to allocate funds in the State
Budget for Comparable Worth salary adjustments, and SB 1701 (Roberti)
which would have set up the pay equity commission which would make
recommendations to the Legislature about how these salary adjustments
should be allocated. Both the money in the Budget and SB 1701 were vetoed
by the Governor.

This was the year that AB 1 (Agnos) which would have prohibited employ
ment discrimination based on a person’s sexual orientation was passed by
both houses of the Legislature. Unfortunately, the Governor also vetoed this
historic legislation, stating that there was inadequate evidence of the need for
the bill. Assemblymember Agnos has promised to reintroduce the bill as the
first bill of the next session.
The feminization of poverty is not new, but its popularity as a legislative
issue is increasing. This year, as has frequently happened before, the
Governor proposed limiting the Cost of Living Adjustments (COLA) for
AFDC recipients to less than half the amount that the Consumer Necessity
Index had risen. The Legislature granted and the Governor signed a full
COLA for AFDC recipients.

A program to alleviate the problem of “latchkey children” coming home to
an empty house at the end of the school day was passed through the
legislature this year. The package of bills was authored by Senators Roberti,
Hart, and Torres. Unfortunately, the Governor found it necessary to veto all
3 bills and has instead set up yet another task force to further study the
problem. In response to the Governor’s veto the California Children’s
Lobby gave up on prose and tried poetry to get across the message from the
child’s point of view. The poem contains these lines: “Governor Deukmejian
has kids of his own, he wouldn’t want them to be left alone...I couldn’t
believe it, Mom told me today, The governor said ‘No’—she struggled to
say, I’ll still have my latchkey; I’ll still have my fear. I sure hope he cares if
I’m safer next year...”

The Sexual Harassment in Employment Project of the Commission on the
Status of Women sponsored 4 bills this year. The most far reaching of these,
SB 2012 (Watson) allows employees of small businesses as well as those who
work for employers of 5 or more people to bring complaints of sexual harass
ment to the Department of Fair Employment and Housing. The Governor
signed the other 3 Sexual Harassment bills and allowed SB 2012 to become
law without his signature.

AB 1527 (Agnos) sets a minimum standard for child support payments, and
outlines a formula for the division of that payment between the custodial and
non-custodial parents. It was signed into law the end of September.
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There is no question that the gender gap has increased legislators interest in
women’s issues. It has also provided us with a great deal of political clout,
and meant that many more issues are being raised and legislation introduced;
some of it is even passing into law.
From the California NOW Activist, fall issue

About Our Cover . . .
November 6 is election day. We
have the opportunity to show our
support for a woman running for the
second-highest office in the United
States. If women’s concerns are to
be taken seriously, we must
demonstrate our strength at the
polls.
We can change the political
agenda in this country. Two out of
three adults in poverty are women.
If you’re offended by that fact, do
something about it. VOTE!
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letters
An Equal Voice
Editor:
Dr. Nell Langford ran as a writein Democratic candidate for the 29th
State Assembly District (Carmel
Valley Road south to San Luis
Obispo) against the Republican
incumbent Eric Seastrand who
cross-filed — and she won! Her
name appears on the November
ballot as the Democratic nominee.
Dr. Langford, a professor and
psychologist from Pismo Beach,
stepped forward to challenge the
unopposed incumbent because, “It is
a right and a duty for both parties to
have an equal say in the democratic
process, and it is also a right and
duty for women to have an equal
voice in government.”
She is especially concerned about
economic justice for women and
retired citizens and has been active
in coastline protection against off
shore oil development and the
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power
Plant.
This and her support for the ERA
and her pro-choice stand on
reproductive rights gives us reason
to vote for Nell Langford for 29th
Assembly District.
Barbara Nelson
Carmel Valley

A Vote for Karin
Editor:
In response to your article about
Karin Strasser Kauffman, I would
like to share my knowledge about

Karin’s qualifications as a super
visorial candidate.
For over four years, I have taught
women’s studies at MPC. Karin was
the Women’s Studies Department
coordinator during a good part of
that time. In that capacity, she was
responsive to the needs of all of the
women’s studies instructors.
She was adept at putting things
through channels, at dealing with
administrative procedures. Karin
worked within the system to
translate skillfully our ideas into
action, keeping the original idea
intact, not diminished or com
promised. I felt that Karin per
sonally went out of her way to
defend our existing programs as
well as to promote proposed
projects.
Clearly, we need a supervisor
who possesses just these charac
teristics: personal involvement, the
ability to work with all kinds of
people, and dependability. It will be
a pleasure for me to vote for Karin
Strasser Kauffman.
Paula Butterfield
Monterey

One of Our Own
Editor:
I
appreciate
your
political
campaign coverage in the last issue.
We have to get organized and put
some of our own where decisions are
made.
There is a chance at the county

A Humanist in Every Way
Early in the primary campaign for
the Fourth District supervisorial
seat, candidate Sam Karas attended
the annual dinner of the local branch
of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People.
Karas was resplendent in a
sincere blue suit, but anyone who
has known him during his 30 years
of community activism on the
Monterey Peninsula recognized the
suit didn’t fit his style.
Complimented on the fancy duds,
Karas smiled, leaned over and
whispered, “Edie (his wife) told me I
had to get a suit. I found it at
Goodwill for $4.”
A sense of humor, that’s what the
Board of Supervisors would get
with Sam Karas, 62, a humanist in
every way — grass roots organizer
against
development east
of
Monterey, one of the founders of the
Monterey Jazz Festival, supporter
of local theater groups.
Issues
particularly
affecting
women, such as the plight of health
and social service programs, top
Karas’ list of concerns. Low-income
housing, safe and efficient solutions
to water and traffic problems and
improved transportation for the
elderly, handicapped and disabled
rank high on Karas’ agenda,
regardless of election.
Karas said he believes in Affir
mative Action and equal pay for
comparable work.
“There should be no distinction.
There should be equal pay for
comparable jobs . . . Women should
be in key positions (in the county)
and are not right now.”
Over the years, Karas has been
involved in organizing a Monterey
Visitor and Convention Bureau, has
been a member of the Monterey
County Fair Board, a trustee for
seven years of the Monterey
Peninsula Unified School District, a
member of the Monterey Planning
Commission and leader of the fight

in 1973 and 1981 against develop
ment in the unincorporated areas
east of Monterey along the Mon
terey-Salinas Highway.
“I have spent 30 years working
and caring for the Monterey
Peninsula,” he said.
Karas said the fight against a
large shopping complex at Tarpey
Flats in 1973 was a move to protect
the economic base of Monterey and
Seaside merchants. The battle in
1981 was against the threat of urban
sprawl.
“Contrary to a lot of opinion, I’m
not a no-growth person,” Karas
said, pushing up the sleeves of his
open-necked shirt. “I believe in wellplanned, controlled growth . . . and
not (to) yield to outside developers
and interest groups.”
Karas would like to make
supervisors more responsive to the
public by holding meetings in
locations other than Salinas, the
county seat. On issues that directly
affect Peninsula residents, the
board should meet on the Peninsula,
he said.

level to do just that with Karin
Strasser Kauffman, candidate for
Fifth District Supervisor.
Here is a woman who has put
herself on the line again and again —
let’s turn out at the polls and give
her our support.
I’m voting for Karin. Please urge
all your friends to do the same.
Ora Herren
Monterey

Plan for the Future
Editor:
It took women more than 75 years
to get the vote. Most of the time
that hasn’t meant much, when the
options at the polls were all
disappointing.
But this time we finally have a
chance to vote for a woman who
knows our history and who plans for
the future: Karin Strasser Kauf
fman.
Every woman in the Fifth District
can get some true representation
and put her vote where it will count.
I urge you all to turn out for Karin.
She will make a difference.
Marjorie Dale
Carmel

Double-header
Editor:
Geography prevents people from
voting for supervisors who when
elected serve the entire county. I
therefore find it compulsory to
examine the entire slate of can
didates for our Board of Supervisors
and support those who are most
qualified.
The two candidates I have
selected have demonstrated their
involvement in the community
through their services on many
boards, task forces and programs.
As a resident of the Fourth
District, I am voting for Sam Karas.
As a concerned citizen of Monterey
County, I support Karin Strasser
Kauffman, Fifth District.
Sylvia R. Chase
Monterey

Support for the Arts
Editor:
The voters of Monterey County
have a unique opportunity to
establish a permanent source of
funding for cultural activities and
economic development. Measure A
would raise the hotel tax in the
unincorporated areas of the county
by two percent.
Half of this would be used to
support
art
and
cultural
organizations.
The
other one
percent would be earmarked for
jobs and economic development.
These monies could never be
diverted to the county general fund.
In many other California cities
and counties the rate already is 10
percent. Both the visitors who will
be paying this tax and the residents
of Monterey County will benefit
from it.
We must not ignore the only
opportunity we citizens have to
designate permanent support for
the arts.
Dana Calhoon
Pebble Beach

Integrity & Action

Sam Karas

Editor:
There are many reasons to
support Sam Karas for Fourth
District Supervisor.
His leadership in blocking Tarpey
Flats proved his commitment to
protecting our community from
development that would overtax
our road and water systems.
Sam is forthright and frank. He

will tell you directly and clearly
where he stands on issues, yet he
will listen carefully and sincerely to
your concerns and take them into
account.
Sam has the rare type of in
telligent and creative thinking that
is needed to tackle the difficult
problems facing Monterey County
— jobs, housing, and a balanced
budget.
He is well aware that the various
communities he will represent have
needs as diverse as the communities
themselves: Monterey and Pacific
Grove are at the brink of over
development, yet Seaside has a real
need for economic development.
Perhaps most important, no one
owns Sam. His campaign is funded
by small donations from everyday
citizens, not by groups who
represent vested financial interests.
We can count on Sam not to sell out
to developers who propose in
compatible developments.
A vote for Sam Karas will help
elect a supervisor of vision, in
tegrity and action.
Anne Bradley
Pacific Grove

Informed, Articulate
Editor:
I feel fortunate to be a resident of
Pacific Grove, the most beautiful
and livable little city I know. I care
deeply about keeping it that way.
So on Nov. 6 I shall vote for Anita
Arellano, a well-informed and ar
ticulate lawyer who will know how
to represent the best interests of
residents.
She demonstrated her concern for
our city as one of the most effective
speakers at the public hearings on
the monstrous proposal to build a
bell-clanging trolley for tourists
along our ocean front.
The City Council has just ap
proved a large sum of money for the
Chamber
of
Commerce.
The
chamber apparently does not do
enough for the small businesses that
serve residents to make it wor
thwhile for them to give it full
support.
The chamber seems interested
chiefly in bringing in tourists to
share our water, our parking
spaces, our streets and our ocean
front.
If we can elect Anita Arellano and
two
other
resident-oriented
members to the City Council, we
may yet keep our city enjoyable for
its taxpaying residents.
Mildred Buchsbaum
Pacific Grove

A Clear Choice
Editor:
Our society has many loving
parents who care deeply about their
children. From infancy there is
concern for every detail of the
child’s life. Is the child eating
properly, are special shoes required,
or what school should the child
attend?
We are at a time in the history of
the world when, with enough will
and intention, we can stop the
nuclear arms race.
It is essential that these parents,
as well as all voting people, know
that there is a clear choice toward a
safe future. If elected, Walter
Mondale will propose a bilateral,
verifiable nuclear weapons freeze as
a first step toward reducing these
arsenals.
The
present
ad
ministration is proposing the
building of 17,000 new nuclear
warheads over the next five years.
Jacquelyn Smith
Carmel
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national news briefs--------- ---------------------Compiled from HerSay

Who Uses What?
In Japan, the contraceptive of
choice is the condom. Sterilization is
big in Latin America, while men in
Eastern Europe try for withdrawal.
And in China, it’s “no” to the pill and
“yes” to the IUD.
That’s according to an inter
national review of contraceptive
methods, published recently by the
United Nations. One study finding is
that the so-called “traditional”
methods are more widespread in the
wealthier countries. The condom is
also more popular in rich nations,
protecting 80 percent of Japanese
men and 30 to 40 percent of Scan
dinavians.
Methods currently out of favor in
most countries: the cervical cap and
the diaphragm. On the other hand,
the highly controversial injectable
drug, Depo-Provera, is being
heavily touted in some parts of the
world — with the result that 10
percent of all women of child
bearing age in Thailand, Jamaica
and South Africa now use it.
The most widespread method of
birth
control,
however,
is
sterilization. The U.N. study,
Recent Levels and Trends in
Contraceptive Use, notes that 39
percent of all married women in
Puerto Rico are sterilized.

Mom Out-Does Dad
Despite the appearance of the socalled “new man,” it seems a
mother’s at-home role is still much
the same as ever.
A new study that Boston
psychologist
Anne
Copeland
recently presented at the National
Council on Family Relations shows
that even today, fathers spend
about 30 minutes with their five-

year-olds on a typical weekday,
compared with two-and-a-half hours
logged by the mothers. That’s
regardless of whether or not the
women held outside jobs.
On an overall, week-by-week
basis, dads play with their kids as
much as moms, but mothers put in
three times as many hours on the
less fun activities of bathing and
feeding the children.

Father Image Trashed
In a related story . . . the quote of
the month comes from TV news
caster Jane Pauley, who is married
to “Doonesbury” cartoonist Gary
Trudeau.
Pauley says her husband is “a
very involved father” but is less apt
than she is to take on certain
burdens of child-rearing. Adds
Pauley, “These profiles of the ‘new
father’ are garbage . . . they get the
reward of being daddy and from
time to time they change diapers
and play with and get to know their
children. They get a second income
from the wife who is working so the
family coffers are enriched. They
don’t feel the guilt and they are
relieved of the stress of being the
sole breadwinner in their family.
They have it great.”

No Entry
Have more doors opened for
women in the last two decades?
The answer is yes — and no,
according to Margo Sherman,
former senior VP at a New York ad
agency. Sherman recently recalled
that she had to sneak through the
kitchen of the University Club in
New York when she went there in
the 1960s. Ten years later, when she
was invited to a private lunch at the
club, she asked her host if she had to
take the same route as before. He
told her no — women were allowed

everywhere except the library and
the bar. Said Sherman, “I guess
they hadn’t caught on that women
can read and drink.”

way you’re going, this building is
going to be run by these creatures,
because that’s all that’s going to be
left.’ ”

Legal Update

More VDT Concerns

— Four Northern California
women have been awarded a total of
almost
$200,000
in
damages
stemming from their sex harass
ment charges against the owner of
two Shakey’s Pizza Parlors. The
award was one of the largest ever
set by the state Department of Fair
Employment and Housing
and
included an order for the pizza
restaurants to post a public “cease
and desist” order in which the
company admitted to the incidents
of harassment.
— The Milwaukee County district
attorney’s office filed a murder
charge Oct. 16 against Joseph
Brandt, who allegedly has admitted
setting his wife on fire after seeing
the TV movie, “The Burning Bed,”
about a woman who burned her
abusive husband to death. Brandt’s
wife died Oct. 15, one week after
suffering burns over most of her
body.
— California’s State Court of
Appeal has once again kept the
state legislature from limiting
abortion
funds
for
medi-cal
recipients. The legislature and the
courts have battled out the issue for
the past five years, with the court
ruling each time that the would-be
funding restrictions were unconstit
utional.
— Two women and one man from
the “Community for Creative NonViolence” were arrested Oct. 12 on
disorderly conduct charges after
releasing cockroaches while on a
White House tour. A group member
said of the action, “These people are
saying, ‘Mister President, this is the
logical outcome of your nuclear
arms policies. If you keep going the

Researchers
at
labs
in
Washington
and
Nevada
are
speculating
that
non-ionizing
radiation from video display ter
minals might cause biological effects
in VDT users, most of whom are
women.
VDT News, a New York City
based
newsletter,
reports
researchers at both the University
of Washington in Seattle and the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
radiation lab in Las Vegas found
pulsed magnetic fields from VDTs
that were similar in shape and
intensity to fields studied by a
Spanish researcher.
The experiments done by Dr.
Jose Delgado of Spain indicate that
weak pulsed magnetic fields can
have “dramatic” effects on chick
embryos. Delgado reportedly ob
served the greatest effects when
using pulses with rise times of 42
millionths of a second — and, says
Washington researcher Dr. William
Guy, the magnetic field pulse from
VDTs has a rise time of 40 to 60
millionths of a second.
Dr. Guy and EPA physicist
Richard Tell also agree that the
electric current induced by the VDT
magnetic pulse is about equal to
that used by Delgado in his ex
periments on chick embryos. Many
researchers, says VDT News,
theorize this current could produce
biological effects.
Women’s
organizations
have
increased their calls for further
studies into VDT health risks, since
the discovery of numerous clusters
of miscarriages and birth defects
among female VDT operators and
their babies.

community news & events------------Women’s Video Project
The YWCA Women’s Center is
seeking funding for the production
of a series of videotapes about
various women’s health issues.
Karen Reese, a local film maker,
approached the Y with the idea
when she discovered that there are
few educational films available
which deal with women’s health
issues in a mature, straight-forward
manner.
The first one will cover the
subject of women’s cancers, in
cluding cervical and breast cancers.
The goals of the project are to
provide
concrete
medical
in
formation, emotional support that a
woman with cancer might not be
able to find within the traditional
medical community, and specific
information
about
available
treatments, including alternative
options.
An advisory committee made up
of local women’s health experts will
provide guidelines for the project,
as well as reference information.
Volunteers are needed in the
research stage of the project. If you
want to gain experience working on
a video production, or if you want to
gain knowledge about women’s
cancers, call the Y.
It will be helpful if you know how
to use a reference library, have good
writing skills, or if you are good at
interviewing.
The finished 30-minute video
tapes will be circulated among
schools and public service agencies.
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It is hoped that this will be the
first of a series of women’s health
videos, with future ones covering
sports gynecology and birthing
issues.

NATIONAL
WOMANS
HISTORY
Week
MARCH 3-p I P85

Women’s History Week
The first planning meeting for
National Women’s History Week
Celebration will be held Monday,
Nov. 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the New
Monterey Neighborhood Center,
Lighthouse and Dickman, Mon
terey.
All individuals and organizations
interested in helping plan next
year’s events are invited to attend.
Come help create a wonderful
celebration of women for National
Women’s History Week, March 3-9,
1985.
For
more
information, call
coordinators Leslie Simon, 375-2940,
or Linda Freundlich, 375-3966.

Basketball
Softball season is over, but the
skills, confidence and fun gained by
the YWCA’s softball team are not
forgotten. Carry that athletic spirit
through into the fall by becoming
part of the Y’s basketball team.
To enter a team in the Monterey
Parks and Rec league, 12 players, at
least 18 years old and not a member
of a high school or college team, are
needed. An A level team is for
players with experience, B level is
for players with little or no ex
perience.
Games will be at Monterey High,
7-9 p.m. week nights. The cost is
$108 per team. Each team needs
uniforms or T-shirts.
The season runs from Jan. 2 to
March 29, but registration has
already begun and the deadline is
Dec. 14.
Paid officials are also needed for
the league.
To join the team, or for more
information, call the Y at 649-0834.

Workshops at the Y
The YWCA of the Monterey
Peninsula will offer the following
classes
and
workshops
in
November:
On Nov. 3 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the Y, financial consultant Patricia
Qualls will lead a workshop on
financial planning. Pre-registration
is necessary. Cost is $12 for Y
members and $25 for non-members.
On Nov. 6 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at
the Y, there will be a workshop on
how to identify sexual harassment
on the job and what to do about it.
The leader will be Kaye Baker, a
certified trainer in prevention of
sexual harassment in the workplace.
The workshop is free for Y members
and $12 for non-members.
For more details, contact the
YWCA at 649-0834.

Women’s Network
The Brown Bag Lunch of the
Professional Women’s Network will
be held on Tuesday, Nov. 13 at noon
in the Crossroads Community
Room.
Network members are admitted
without charge; non-member fee is
$3.
Kedron Bryson’s topic will be
“Business Fundamentals — Where
to Start Looking When You’ve Lost
Your Sense of Humor,” a look at
some unusual techniques for bat
tling boredom and beating the
blahs.

National Organization for Women
This page is devoted to news from
the National Organization for Wo
men, Monterey Peninsula Chapter,
which is responsible for its content.
It serves in place of the chapter
newsletter and goes to all chapter
members.
Monterey Peninsula Chapter
P.O. Box 222 583
Carmel, CA 93922-2583

NOW Notes:
Next general meeting to be held
Nov. 13 in the Monterey library’s
meeting room at 7 p.m. Rosemary
Matson, co-director of the group
Continuing the Peace Dialogue will
detail her recent rip to the Soviet
Union and narrate a slide show.
On Aug. 16, NOW and the NOW
Legal Defense and Education Fund
(LDEF) filed a $2 million lawsuit
against Mutual of Omaha, the
largest provider of individual health
and disability insurance in the
country. The class action suit, filed
in the District of Columbia Superior
Court, charges sex discrimination in
Mutual’s pricing of health and
disability insurance.
NOW President Judy Goldsmith
said, “This is the first in what will be
a series of lawsuits designed to
prevent the insurance industry from
charging women more than they
charge men for an identical product.
NOW is absolutely committed to
eradicating sex discrimination in
insurance because it costs women
money — thousands of dollars over a
lifetime.”

On Aug. 9, a new organization to
advance the political empowerment
of black women was formed. This
historic day in the lives of black
women marked the birth of the
National Black Women’s Political
Caucus (NBWPC).
A group of approximately 30
women convened in Washington,
D.C., on Aug. 2 to discuss the
possibility of forming a political
advocacy organization on behalf of
black women. Many of the women
felt that their concerns needed to be

addressed through forming a black
women’s political organization. The
concern was expressed many times
that black women were also outside
the mainstream political process in
this country.
Stating, “It is time for black
women to empower themselves,”
former Congressmember Shirley
Chisholm stressed the need for an
organization to focus on gaining
political awareness and clout.
Fundraiser for
Women’s History Week:
1985 Women’s History
Engagement Calendar
For Sale
Get the ball rolling! To raise funds
for the chapter’s upcoming Women’s
History Week activities, we are
offering the Women in American
History Engagement Calendar for
1985. This informative spiral bound
5x8 calendar features photographs
and biographies of well-known and
little known crusaders for women’s
rights in all segments of American
society.
The calendar also provides ample
space to record daily appointments.
Start your holiday shopping
today! This is the perfect stockingstuffer for your mother or daughter,
your liberated aunt, your cousin in
Arkansas and your best friend on
the East Coast.
Samples have been requested
from the
publisher
for the
November meeting. Cost of the
calendar is $10, payable to NOW by
check or money order.
Send in your order today to:
Engagement Calendar
Monterey Peninsula NOW
P.O. Box 222583
Carmel, CA 93922

Ronald
Reagan
is
no
friend
of older
Americans
Ronald Reagan has tried time and time again to cut benefits for Social Security
recipients—the majority of whom are elderly women with no other significant
source of income—despite his campaign promise to leave Social Security and its
benefits intact.

In his 1982 budget proposals, Reagan suggested eliminating the minimum ben
efit. Three million women receive this benefit of SI22 per month, because the
benefit based on their own work history would be
too low to live on. Ronald Reagan has proposed
cutting S210 billion from Social Security
over a ten year period.

ASK YOURSELF—
ARE YOU BETTER OFF TODAY
THAN YOU WERE FOUR YEARS AGO

How many friends do you have?
How many people will you speak
to, even momentarily, this month?
How much trouble would it be to
ask if they are registered?
How much time does it take to
remind them to vote?

Of
the
Western
industrial
democracies, the U.S. has the
lowest rate of participation in
elections. Disturbing, isn’t it?
Make a commitment.
Democracy is not a spectator
sport.

The Arms Race Comes Home
By Bruce Cowan
“We may be six minutes from a nuclear war
that could end all life as we know it. Every new
weapon developed increases the danger of war
by fear, accident or miscalculation . . . .”
So states a letter being circulated through the
Monterey Peninsula area advising us to write to
both President Reagan and Soviet Premier Kon
stantin Chernenko with the message, “Weapons
are for war. The people of the United States and
the Soviet Union want peace, not war. Please,
end the arms race!”
It is ironic that the freeze movement has
strong roots in Monterey County, home of the
Army base at Fort Ord, the Defense Language
Institute at the Presidio of Monterey, the Naval
Postgraduate School, a U.S. Coast Guard station,
and Fleet Numerical in Monterey, which gathers
important data from satellites.
The influence of the military on the economic
and cultural life of the Monterey Peninsula is
enormous — surpassed only by tourism. The
sound of guns at Fort Ord is a constant reminder.
In event of a nuclear war, Monterey and its
vicinity could be a prime target. Hank Staples,
retired from a military career and now active in
the peace movement, told me, “When you’ve seen
Ground Zero in Nagasaki, as I have, you know
you don’t want it in Monterey.”
Congressmember Leon Panetta, a resident of
Carmel Valley, warns that the United States and

Soviet Union are “entering a dangerous new
phase . . . both superpowers are launching a new
arms race into space with unforseeable con
sequences.” Containing the growth of weapons
has become a top priority in Congress for
Panetta.
While the Soviet and American governments
eye and circle each other like two angry rattle
snakes poised to strike, a quiet revolution is
taking place. Ordinary people of both countries
are looking beyond the rhetoric and stalemated
arms control proposals and reaching out
cautiously to touch each other — to build a
friendship.
Greater numbers of individual Americans and
organized groups have been visiting the Soviet
Union to find out for themselves and to spread a
message of peace. Some are personal friends of
mine. On returning, they all maintain over
whelmingly that the Soviet people do not want
war.
“Everywhere we went people came up to us
off the street and told us that,” say John and
Jeanette Otter of Carmel Highlands, who
traveled on a Monterey Peninsula College tour in
February of this year.
“I did not experience a multitude of people
expressing or showing discontent with their lives
or their system,” says Jane Britton, Pacific
Grove, who went with a Monterey-based Peace
makers Tour in August of last year. “Instead, I

found very proud, industrious, bright and
talented individuals promoting brother-andsisterhood among their diverse population.”
Rosemary Matson of Carmel Valley, one of
the organizers of the tour, writes, “The large
button we wore, with the word Peace in Russian
— mira — as well as in English, was an open
invitation for us to be approached. People would
stop and shake our hand, hug us, kiss us, or cry
with us.
“Mira! Mira! Da! Those who could speak some
English told of their overwhelming longing for
peace, a longing that is given special urgency and
poignancy by their still-vivid memory of 20
million deaths in World War II. There isn’t a
family that hadn’t lost someone in that war. Over
and over again the people said ‘It must never
happen again. No more war! Why does Mr.
Reagan want to kill us?’ ”
In addition to leading several of her Con
tinuing the Peace Dialogue trips each year (May,
October, December, 1984), Matson along with
Riane Eisler of Carmel, were two of four U.S.
delegates chosen to attend the International
Women’s Peace Seminar, sponsored by Nordic
Women for Peace. It was held this September in
Helsinki and Leningrad. Matson chaired the
drafting committee, which included a Nordic
woman and a Soviet woman, to draw up a
communique for peace.
(Continued on page 10)
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Where they stand on major issues
Issue

Mondale

Reagan

MONDALE—Urges full employment policies with
teeth in them to encourage job-creation so all maj
work. To avert another recession like Reagan’s, would
trigger special job-providing programs that sustain eco
nomic growth. Believes full employment is basis of
strong economy.'

REAGAN—More than 30 million wage-earners suf
fered one or more episodes of unemployment in Rea
gan-Republican recession 1981-83, losing $336.1 bil
lion in earnings. President proposed no jobs programs
for those laid off and tried to stymie plans advanced by
others.

MONDALE—Proposes business/ labor / government
consultation to aid basic industries through hard times
largely caused by unfair foreign competition. Would
okay loans if absolutely needed to safeguard industries
essential to employment and national defense.

REAGAN—Opposes any special effort—offers no
plan—to help basic U.S. industries, regardless of con
sequences to millions of U.S. workers and the economy
itself. (Opposed Chrysler loan which saved hundreds of
thousands of jobs and was repaid within a few years.)

MONDALE—Supports “content” law. Vows strict
import limit unless U.S. trading partners lower barriers
to products made here. Will not tolerate “dumping” of
foreign-made goods on U.S. markets. Insists on fair
trade that benefits our workers and industries as well as
countries we trade with.

REAGAN—Talks “free trade” in a world where it
doesn’t exist. Opposes “content” plan to require certain
portion of U.S.-made parts in products sold here, save
American jobs. Permits almost unrestricted flood of
foreign goods that continue to wipe out millions of U.S.
jobs.

MONDALE—Opposed extreme action by Reagan
against PATCO. Vows to appoint fair-minded, evenhanded persons to NLRB, who’ll judge cases on merit,
provide decisions more speedily.

REAGAN—Broke air traffic controllers union,
threw 11,000 out of work. (Present controllers lodge
same complaints PATCO struck over, move toward
unionizing.) Stacks NLRB with management represen
tatives who consistently find against unions.

MONDALE—Urges $10 billion infusion of new
funds to upgrade public schools, increase teacher pay.
Promises to protect, expand college loan program for
children of workers and the needy, so every qualified
student will have chance at higher education. Opposes
youth subminimum wage.

REAGAN—Slashed aid to public schools; cut col
lege loan programs, depriving more than 800,000 low/
moderate income students of needed funding to help
complete education. Repeatedly .proposed subminimum
wage for youth.

MONDALE—Proposes cap on tax benefits Reagan
heaped on wealthy, plus repeal of Reagan giveaways to
Big Oil, other corporations that let nearly 100 profitable
firms escape taxation entirely. (These steps would
greatly reduce deficit.) Would close loopholes and tax
shelters to oblige rich persons, corporations to bear fair
share of tax load.

REAGAN—Engineered history’s biggest tax bonan
za for rich persons, big corporations—major reason for
Reagan’s $200 billion deficits which starve programs
for workers, the needy. Under Reagan tax cuts, rich
reap huge gains, average citizens at best hold their own.
Would tax worker health insurance.

Health

MONDALE—Would put lid on hospital and doctor
charges (fastest rising costs of all), strengthen Medicare,
Medicaid to provide more protection at less cost and
safeguard funding for both programs.

REAGAN—Has no effective program to control
runaway medical costs. Cut Medicare, Medicaid, seeks
further cuts in these basic health programs, yet jeop
ardizes fund by failure to promote adequate controls.

Fairness

MONDALE—Will restore Reagan cuts in programs
for the needy, resume fight to eradicate poverty that’s
been abandoned under Reagan. (Number of persons
living in poverty increased by 6 million during Reagan
era, reached highest levels in 20 years.)

REAGAN—Deprives a million persons of all food
stamps, 4 million of some. Cuts 1.1 million school chil
dren out of school lunches, 900,000 off school break
fasts. Slashes $110.2 billion from wide range of people
serving programs.

MONDALE—Would uphold basic concept of Social
Security, its protections and benefits. If necessary,
would draw from general Treasury funds to sustain ben
efit levels for retirees.

REAGAN—A loose cannon on the deck. Erupts
regularly on Social Security with comments that suggest
he’d revamp program to cut protections, benefits. (Ex
ample: “Social Security ought to be voluntary.”)

Jobs

Reviving
Basic Industry

Trade

Unions

Education

Taxes/Deficit

Social Security

Equal Rights

Aiding
the Jobless

MONDALE—Would throw out Reagan appointees
to Civil Rights Commission, provide strong enforce
ment of Voting Rights Act, other minorities protections.
Supports ERA, full rights for women, minorities.

REAGAN—Weakened U.S. Civil Rights Commis
sion. Fought extension of Voting Rights Act, fostered
lax enforcement. Opposes ERA, gutted programs that
aid minorities.

MONDALE—Demands jobless benefits adequate in
amount and duration to protect those laid off and their
families. Would retain special help for workers dis
placed by imports. Supports providing continued health
coverage for idled workers.

REAGAN—Proposed reductions in jobless comp
(blocked by Congress) despite deep, long recession.
Tried to cut off special aid to workers displaced by im
ports. Opposed effort to continue health insurance for
laic-off workers (10.7 million lost health coverage).

This year, your vote is more important than ever.

There He Goes Again . . .
Some of our favorite quotations from Ronald Reagan and his appointees:
President Reagan in the summer of 1983, on why he had not appointed any
women to his new 12-member commission on Central America: On that
particular commission, maybe it’s because . . . we’re doing so much and ap
pointing so many that we ’re no longer seeking a token.

Reagan, in September of 1980: Approximately 80 percent of our air
pollution stems from hydrocarbons released by vegetation, so let’s not go
overboard in setting and enforcing tough emission standards from man-made
sources.
Reagan, on trees: A tree’s a tree. How many more do you need to look at?
(March 12,1966). 115,000 acres of trees in the state park system is a lot to look
at. How long can you look? (April 28,1966). I’m a fellow who bleeds every time
a tree is cut down. (April 28,1966). I don’t believe a tree is a tree and if you've
seen one you’ve seen them all. (Sept. 14, 1966). I just didn’t say it. (Oct. 5,
1966).

Reagan, on Vietnam: We should declare war on North Vietnam . . . We
could pave the whole country and put parking strips on Hand still be home by
Christmas. (Oct. 10,1965).
George Bush, in June of 1981, at an inauguration toast for Ferdinand
Marcos: We love your adherence to democratic principles and to the
democratic processes.
Peter Grace, head of an administration commission studying waste in
government, saying much of the federal food stamp program goes to Puerto
Ricans: 900,000 live in New York, and they’re all on food stamps, so this food
stamp program is basically a Puerto Rican program. Added Grace: I’ve got
nothing against Puerto Ricans, but this is a little much.

Faith Whittlesey, Reagan’s assistant for public liaison: I have never been
at ease with women. My best friends from the earliest years were men. Then,
trying to dig herself out but getting in deeper with this comment: I like
women. I can talk about babies and diapers.
Cathy Chamberlain, an executive with Decision Marketing Information,
which does polling for the White House, in November of 1983, on why women
keep giving Reagan negative scores in the polls: Women are frightened of
major changes. They don’t understand what Reagan is doing for them.

Unidentified Reagan aide in August of 1981: There are times when you
really need him (Reagan) to do some work, and all he wants to do is tell stories
about his movie days.

Helen Thomas of UPI reported in 1981 that one of Reagan’s favorite lines
was: Balancing the budget is a little like protecting your virtue: you just have
to learn to say ‘no. ’
Reagan on public furor over his microphone test “joke” about bombing the
Soviet Union in five minutes: Isn’t it funny. If the press had kept their mouth
shut, no one would have known I laid it.
Ronald Reagan on the nuclear freeze movement: They were demon
strating in behalf of a movement that has swept across our country inspired
by not the sincere, honest people who want peace, but by some who want a
weakening of America, and so are manipulating many honest and sincere
people.

Jo-Ann Gasper, named in January of 1982 to the post of assistant
secretary for social services policy, writing in Conservative Digest said the
term “domestic violence” was so vague that it could mean: any form of
‘belittling’ or ‘teasing’ or ‘failure to provide warmth’ (whatever that may be —
I guess if you don’t set the electric blanket high enough in the winter).
Clare Boothe Luce, presidential advisor, in a 1982 interview with Geo
magazine said many Hispanics come to the United States illegally with wives
and sisters and nieces who get pregnant immediately because they can then
become American citizens and go on relief. In 1983, Luce said she would like to
visit some areas of the world that “are in trouble,” then added: You hear a
great deal about how much unemployment there is in these places. But when
you arrive at the airport and look to see if there is anyone to help with the
baggage, there isn’t.

Reagan has trouble remembering his own cabinet members, reportedly
greeting his own secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Samuel
Pierce, as “Mr. Mayor” at a gathering of black mayors (Pierce is black). At a
White House meeting with Northeastern governors on acid rain, he called
EPA chief William Ruchelshaus “Don” until aide James Baker wrote him a
note clearing up the matter. Reported the Wall Street Journal: “The red
faced president then joked: Iwas wondering what Don Rumsfeld was doing at
this meeting.”
Reagan, in March of 1982: Is it news that some fellow out in South Suc
cotash someplace has just been laid off?

Reagan, in October of 1964: We were told four years ago that 17 million
people went to bed hungry every night. Well, that was probably true. They
were all on a diet.
(Many thanks to Paula Martersteck of HerSay news service for supplying
much of the material quoted above.)

Statewide Propositions
The California National Organization for Women Political Action Com
mittee has taken the following positions on statewide propositions:
appointed by the Governor to propose
new district boundaries. Women and
NO on 36
minorities would not be represented
Jarvis IV would complicate provisions
because most retired judges are white
of Proposition 13 and open up new
males. The State Constitution gives the
loopholes for courts and legislators to
responsibility of reapportionment to the
interpret. Proposition 36 is unfair.
Legislature. This is politics, not fairness.
Refunds for 1976-78 inflation
adjustments would go to property
owners who already have the lowest
NO on 41
assessments under Proposition 13.
Proposition 41 will make massive cuts in
Limitations that would be imposed on
programs that serve senior citizens, the
the use of fees and benefits assessments
blind, the disabled, women and
would harm many local government
children.
services. And finally. Proposition 36
Proposition 41 cuts medical assistance to
would severely reduce the flexibility
the
elderly by more than a third. Medi
government requires to meet future
Cal,
a state and federal program pro
needs, and would create new roadblocks
viding
health care to the poor in Califor
to meaningful tax reforms.
nia, will be slashed by over a billion
dollars. Seniors on fixed incomes who
NO on 38
rely on Medi-Cal will have to choose
Proposition 38 would require Englishbetween paying for basic health care or
only ballots. Eliminating bilingual
paying for food, rent and heat. Visits to
election materials would unfairly
the doctor and hospital services will be
prevent thousands of Americans from
cut back. Benefits now available - such
voting and having their say in important
as eyeglasses, wheelchairs, prescription
governmental decisions. Only a fifth
drugs and dental care - will be
grade level of English is required to
eliminated. And some needy seniors will
become a naturalized citizen. Voting
be declared ineligible and will be denied
assistance for these citizens, most of
services entirely.
whom were adults when they came to
Proposition 41 hurts the blind and
this country is needed when so many
disabled. The blind and disabled depend
state propositions are written in such
on the State and federally funded Medi
complex language.
Cal program for health care. They will
face the same cuts in critical services, the
No on 39
same reductions in eligibility, as the
California has already had two re
elderly. They will be particularly hard
apportionments in the 1980s. Passage of
hit by the loss of such benefits as
this measure would just continue the
prescription drugs, artificial limbs,
same political fight. Passage of Proposi
physical therapy, wheelchairs, and
tion 39 would cost taxpayers an extra
medical transportation.
$3.5 million and add a new bureaucracy
to draw up still another reapportion
Proposition 41 hurts children because it
ment plan. The proposal calls for retired
will cut funding for foster care programs
Supreme Court and appellate justices
for 29,000 abused, neglected and

homeless children by one half. Many
children who ought to be with foster
families will continue to be the victims
of sexual or physical abuse because
foster homes will no longer be available.
The huge Medi-Cal cuts will also hurt
children in California. Poor children
need hospitalization, visits to the doctor
or preventive health services, like
inoculations. Medi-Cal cuts will affect
more than a million children in Califor
nia who lack the family resources to pay
for basic health care.
Proposition 41 hurts local taxpayers. It
will provide absolutely no tax relief. But
it will shift a major financial burden to
local government which will have to in
crease local taxes, take money from
other local services or both. The local
government is the health care provider
of last resort. When $3 billion in State
and federal matching funds are cut from
Medi-Cal and other assistance pro
grams, nearly a million senior citizens,
the disabled, women and children will
lose their vital health care and other vital
services.
Proposition 41 virtually eliminates job
training and employment programs for
the poor. Proposition 41 will cut support
for AFDC families, the majority of
whom are women, by half. The AFDC

support for an unemployed mother and
her two children would plummet from
the current $555 per month to $330 per
month, or even lower. 500,000 women
and 1,000,000 children would be
affected.
Women who are pregnant with their first
child, who now are eligible for AFDC,
would lose their eligibility, a particular
problem for pregnant teenagers and
women in their later months of pregnan
cy who cannot work.
The loss of State participation in Medi
Cal and other assistance programs will
trigger a massive reduction in matching
federal funds coming into our State - a
reduction that experts predict could be
as high as $1.5 billion per year! These
are tax dollars, paid by California tax
payers, that will be lost to California’s
economy and the State’s genuinely
needy.
If Proposition 41 passes, the impact will
be worst on the people who can least
afford it. You can become more directly
involved in the campaign against Pro
position 41 by calling Californians
Against Prop. 41. In Northern Califor
nia the number is 415 893-0945. In
Southern California the number is 213
746-7500. They will put you in touch
with your local campaign committee.

books

Repeating One’s History?
By Louis W. Jones
My favorite saying is that one
doesn’t know the subject unless one
knows its history. This, of course,
echoes Santayana’s famous saying
that those who do not know their
history are condemned to repeat it.
So it seems with the women’s
movement. Most of today’s issues
were in fact dealt with hundreds of
years ago, and in considerable
depth. All of us, male and female
alike, need to know how it all began,
what the early struggles were and,
more importantly, we need to know
how this has been blacked out of
history. We need to know why it is
that we do not know.
Dale Spender in her new book,
Women of Ideas and What Men
Have Done to Them (Routledge &
Kegan Paul;
531 pp., $9.95
paperback) helps immeasurably in
this regard.
What is intriguing is that so many
women figures, prominent in their
own time, have been passed over by
patriarchal history. Long before
Mary Wollstonecraft, “women had
been generating ideas and men had
been erasing them,” according to
Spender.
We learn, for instance, that
Aphra Behn over 300 years ago was
writing novels and highly successful
London stage plays. Robinson
Crusoe is today considered to be the
first English-language novel, but
Behn had written novels 30 years
before.

THE

Spender’s point is that what has
come down to us has been filtered
by male opinion makers acting as
gatekeepers
of
knowledge.
According to her, our whole culture,
our politics and, indeed, our social
values have been male fashioned and
packaged.
Her book helps to resurrect the
long-overlooked Matilda Gage, who
was a forceful and scholarly member
of the trio that included Susan B.
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton — women credited with
gaining the vote for women.
Gage was dropped from sight
apparently because she insisted that
gaining the vote would not change
prevailing attitudes that women are
inferior. Gage’s reasoning is set
forth in her enormously revealing
work Woman, Church and State,

WOMAN’S

BOOKSHELF
Originated by Polly Parker

Kahn, Margaret. Children of the
Jinn. New York: Seaview Books,
1980.

In the mid-1970s, American
Margaret Kahn and her husband,
Jared, went to live and work in
Rezaiyeh, a small city in Iran close
to the frontier where Iran meets
Iraq and Turkey. Margaret wanted
to meet and know the Kurds, a
nomadic
people
who
live
precariously as a minority in all
three countries, and to learn their
language. This book is th*> O»,ory of
her adventures.
There were many things about
living in Iran which Margaret and
Jared found difficult. The formal
pattern of social compliments felt
confusing and hypocritical to them,
and they found it hard to get to
know people.
This was the Iran where SAVAK,
the Shah’s secret police, were
everywhere, creating and main
taining an atmosphere of fear and
violence; and, as Americans, she
and Jared were constantly being
mistaken for CIA agents.
In spite of everything, they did
get to know Kurdish women and
men, to appreciate Kurdish courage
as they
fought against the
destruction of their culture, and to
benefit from the friendliness and
hospitality of the families who took
them into their lives. Kurdish
women do not wear a veil; in spite of
this, Margaret found that their lives
were controlled and dominated by a
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harsh male authority.
As the result of her female friend
ships, she is able to give us a vivid
picture of women’s lives; I could
hear their voices and laughter, and
felt a real connection with them.
— Kate Miller
Miller, Luree. On Top of the
World: Five Women Explorers in
Tibet. Paddington Press Ltd., The
Two Continents Publishing Group,
1976.

In the 1800s in England, France
and America, women’s lives were
squeezed and constricted into little
molds in the same way that their
bodies were squeezed into corsets.
The social pressure to be a “lady”
was overwhelming; even so, many
brave and adventurous women
broke free from restraints.
This book tells the story of five
Victorian women who were ex
plorers in the mountains of Tibet
during the last century; their ad
ventures are wonderful, sometimes
hilarious and always inspiring.
The short biographies include
priceless pictures and extensive
quotes from the women’s diaries
and letters, so we get a sense of how
they saw themselves as well as how
the rest of the world saw them.
They
were
lively, curious,
practical, courageous, had a great
love for life and were willing to take
enormous risks for adventures: they
had a very good time.
— Kate Miller

recently republished with a fore
word by Mary Daly. Spender
devotes a whole chapter to Matilda
Gage.
My own research has centered on
Wollstonecraft. No, she was not the
author of Frankenstein', that was
her daughter Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley, wife of the poet.
Wollstonecraft was probably the
first person to boldly proclaim that
everyone, not just males, has the
right to have a mind and to think
freely with it. “I submit to the moral
laws which my reason deduces,” she
wrote in her best-selling book
Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
“It is not to an arbitrary will, but to
unerring reason.”
Wollstonecraft seems to have
been the first to challenge the idea
that women have no direct

relationship to the deity, and that it
is only through a husband that a
female learns moral values.
This self-taught young English
woman, who according to her
leading
biographer
“preached
rational religion,” did not seek
female supremacy. “I do not wish to
have power over men, but over
themselves,” she declared. All the
failings of womankind, and she
conceded there were many, she
attributed to tyranny over their
minds by men. She wanted woman
to be independent, as one man is
independent of another, she ex
plained. She wanted to see co
equality not for its own sake but for
society as a whole. Stop wasting a
precious asset, she said in effect.
Nearly 200 years ago Wollstone
craft passionately argued for an
ever-expanding social conscience.
She was against war, and she was
for co-education at public expense. I
have several pages of inspirational
quotes from her writings that I will
gladly send to anyone interested
enough to ask.
History has largely obscured this
bold woman, but there are now
some 28 books in print about her
and more are on the way. Learning
fully about the women’s movement
has a great deal to do with learning
about our culture, and indeed about
ourselves.
(Jones, a retired management
analyst, can be contacted at 511
Verano Court, San Mateo, 94402.)

A Different Way
By Shirmaine S. Jones
Starting a business can be one of
the
most
difficult
challenges
imaginable.
The entrepreneur is to business
as the Olympian is to sports. That
says much to me, especially when
the entrepreneur is a woman
because
she
often
faces
discrimination, subtle and not so
subtle.
The experiences of my employer,
Joni Caldwell, owner of Futons and
Such, is a good example of what I’m
talking about.
Joni started her business with a
male partner. That partnership
later dissolved and Joni became sole
owner. At that point, her landlord
no longer wanted to rent to her
because she wasn’t in business with
a man and tried to evict her. She
fought the eviction, and won. But
the lesson is clear — a woman in
business may encounter obstacles
that a male entrepreneur would not.
But then there is the other side of
the coin. Joni moved to Lighthouse
Ave. recently, an event which
expanded her business and her
involvement in the business com
munity. There she has received a
hearty welcome and congratulations
from her neighbors. This was a
beautiful show of how women are
being welcomed into business, and
why there are so many new womanowned and run businesses on the
Peninsula.
Yet the nicest tale to tell has been
left for last. As a woman manager
working for a woman and managing
women, I’ve found myself in a very
special situation. There is a direct-

ness with which we handle our
problems. There is frankness and
honesty in communication, the likes
of which I’ve never experienced. We
support one another, both in our
business lives and in our personal
lives.
Can you picture a morning
salutation of an embrace, and a
farewell made by a kiss? That is how
most of our working days begin and
end. With this sharing, work
becomes a source of strength, not a
drain. Not that we aren’t tired by
the day’s efforts, but we receive joy
in knowing that we are important,
respected and loved.
If you’ve been thinking of getting
a business going, but have been
scared of the odds against you, I
have this to say: the benefits of
trying far outweigh the chances of
failure. For strength and support,
look towards the women in our
community who are making it. Talk
to people like Joni. She’s been
unwilling to do things the way
they’ve always been done, because a
women’s way can be so much more
rewarding!

poetry
On the Murder of Orpheus,
And New Beginnings

Lament of Demeter
i loved you more
than my heart, my soul —
surely more than my body,
which lies fallow now
despite the most carefully sown seed.

The Occupancy

may it rot to the sterility of its
bones; its bare, grieving heart,
broken, in pieces inside
me. no fruit will grow upon my
breast to refresh the parched
lips of my children:

unknown to my senses
it fills the room
with its holy dread and

it is you i long for.
more moons than i can number
have i searched for you
in every crevice where Phoebus rises
and lets fall his gaze.

she is learning to taste
the salt, to bear the baggage,
to carry her weight.

ifeel it like the angel
of death creeping in under
the window sill

she is feeling the delight
of her pains, the sweetness of the arrow
as it pierces her heart, the knowing
that, to suffer too, is ok.
and the rending, the tearing asunder
of all that she clung to, all that

awesome intrasience.
mysteriously it slides in
through my nostrils,
it is its way of taking

can never remain, is fashioning her
into the likeness of the bard-god,
orpheus'song, her body torn with his

possession, and has nothing
to do with evil.
it is the teacher of my inwardness.
Madonna

into a thousand pieces, and parceled
into nature, thus showing again
how many metamorphoses are possible.

Madonna

i sleep now with the swine
in hopes that the dark hole will again
reopen where they rest in lazy slumber,
and i may be swallowed into the pit of
flaming hell, if that is what holds you.

rest assured, my
daughter, i will drive any bargain
with any god in heaven or Tartarus
to have you restored to me,
only foresake not Mnemosyne
till i arrive,

and hold your fast.
Madonna

Phoebus: Apollo, who drives the chariot of the
sun across the sky.
Tartarus: Hades, the underworld.
Mnemosyne: the goddess of memory.

Women on the Edge of Time
By R. Riverstone
Ten years have passed since I
attended my first — and, until this
year, only — women’s music
festival. Much has changed since
that time — the most obvious
change being that we’re all walking
around with 10 years’ more ex
perience. Did any of us dream we
would be where we are today? And
could any of us have imagined the
painful struggle it has taken to get
here?
Our individual struggles are
reflected in — and paralleled by —
the growth and changes of our
traditions,
institutions
and
organizations.
The West Coast Women’s Music
and Comedy Festival (WCWMCF) is
a representation of such growth and
change: an intricate alchemy of
perseverance, determination, hard
work, blind luck, frustration, dead
ends, searing criticism, vision,
humor and love.
Now, please be aware that my
perspective is that of a woman who
had left the feminist community for
a number of years. I have no first
hand knowledge of the successes
and failures experienced by my
sisters in that period — only my own
observations of some of the results
of those successes and failures —
and friends’ personal recollections.
This year, the WCWMCF brought
together women who otherwise
would never meet, speak, work or
party with each other. There were
the obvious distinctions, delineated
(at the request of the participants,
I’m sure) by the organizers: dif
ferently abled, sign language
community,
mothers-children,
women only, clean and sober (no
drug or alcohol), chem-free (clean,

sober and non-smoking). Thera was
also, near our camp, an impromptu
S&M
camp,
spontaneously
organized
by several festival
participants. And someone men
tioned in passing something about
“orgasm free” camping, but you had
to stop by Rumor Control to find our
where it was, so I’m not sure.

singing male-written songs; others
questioned
women’s
recording
companies’ use of male artists,
technicians and facilities. One
woman brought her curling iron,
another her leaflets, a third spent
one day dressed only in ropes.
As a chemically-free woman, I had
to walk awav from the smell of

But beyond these distinctions —
with their accompanying signs,
toilets, showers, paths, seating,
camping and dining sections — were
the more subtle (but no less real or
deserving of respect) differences of
race, cultural backgrounds, classes,
ages, personal preferences (which
ranged from diets to relationships to
clothing), biorhythms, sunsigns,
susceptability to sunburns and in
terpretations
of
the
phrase
“women’s music.” For some, it was
enough that women sat around

various types of smoke. And I’m
sure I alienated somebody because I
didn’t know much — and got ner
vous — about S&M paraphernalia
being sold by craftswomen. And
someone making very vocal love
woke some of us up one night (a
woman near my camp yelled to her,
“Have a little consideration for
those of us who came here alone!”
Some of us are racist, ciassist,
sexist. Some of us (whether we’re
conscious of it or not) are homophobic lesbians, frightened of guilt
by association. All of us are
struggling to carve out our lives
from a warped and twisted culture
that teaches us to drown reality in
alcohol; to accept the mutilation of
our bodies by rape, self-abortion,

plastic surgery and Lilt home
perms. Ours is a society that says
we deserve less because we were
born with vaginas; that threatens us
with institutionalization, loss of
income, removal of our children and
social alienation for same-sex love.
Despite the months of planning,
discussion, and preparation and
taking into consideration the skillssharing
with
other
festival
organizers and figuring for the
hours of meetings, phone calls,
letter writing and mumbling in
sleep — in the last 10 years, at four
days per year, all the women who
have participated in the WCWMCF
have, at most, 40 days direct ex
perience at making this particular
community happen. Forty days!
Yet, we managed — for the most
part — to respect each other’s
needs; we separated waste bottles,
garbage and cans for recycling; we
conserved water; we respected
special areas; we got to learn each
other’s ways without condemnation
and trashing; we didn’t slam the
latrine doors at night, so others
could sleep; we took care of our
selves and of each other.
None of us is “there” yet (most
especially those of us who think we
are), whatever “there” means to
each of us. All of us feel the pain,
frustration, and anger of much
oppression and little support. And,
for four days out of the year, we
come together from these places
and spaces to continue the process
of building our community. Is it any
wonder we fight among ourselves?
And isn’t it a pity that we do?
I think of you now: the ways you
could go.
We 're — all of us — refugees.
— Meg Christian
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A Feminist Retrial of Jesus
By Naomi Kanakaris
Was Jesus a feminist? If the
question intrigues you, Dear Jesus,
a one act play written by Pearl
Ross, will present you with even
more intriguing questions.
Who was Jesus? Why was he
crucified? How have fundamentalist
Christian theologians used Jesus to
promote patriarchal societies which
inhibit or prohibit equality of
women, when in fact Jesus would
have been a champion of today’s
feminist revolution?
Ross has devoted many years to
the study of religion and its in
fluence on women’s position in the
world. Her research has culminated
in a one-act play entitled Dear
Jesus. The play is a retrial of Jesus
in absentia by modern day feminists
with an all-women cast.
The setting is a court room. There
are three main characters: narrator,
judge and advocate. The jury and a
crier complete the cast. The jury
must determine whether Jesus
would be found innocent or guilty by
feminists in today’s world.
Basic feminist issues are ad
dressed with insight through the
words of Jesus. It becomes a
revelation to comprehend that
Jesus’ teachings originate from
feminist precepts. A central conflict
between these teachings and
established law and order evolves.
It is proposed that Jesus was
tried and executed by Jews and
Romans because he presented a

growing threat to their maledominated societies through his
outspoken support of women’s
rights and that he knowingly risked
death rather than abandon his
teachings. References to the gospels
support all of the ideas presented.

Of the many profound ideas,
perhaps none is more relevant than
the thesis that attitude to sex and
attitude to women run parallel in
any society. A woman of the jury
concludes “then the gains of today’s

feminist revolution will be but
superficial at best unless attitude to
sex changes.”
As the play emphasizes the
premise that attitude to sex and
attitude to women determine the
kind of world we live in, we must
reflect on the extent attitudes to
women’s sexuality, reinforced by
male religions, have influenced the
personal lives of both women and
men.
The play is written as a dramatic
literary presentation. With proper
staging and direction, a per
formance of Dear Jesus would be a
rare intellectual and emotional
experience. It has these qualities
also for a reader. Furthermore, in
written form, its wealth of thought
provoking material would be
available for reference and con
templation.
The ideas within the play
challenge one’s intellect with in
terpretations of Jesus which should
inspire a new direction for the
feminist movement. Indeed, the
knowledge
and
understanding
imparted by this play may be
exactly
what
the
feminist
movement needs to proceed in its
direction of establishing a balance of
good personal relationships which
will be necessary for individuals,
nations, and perhaps even the world
itself to survive.
Dear Jesus, a feminist retrial of
Jesus, by Pearl Ross, is available at
Bookworks in Pacific Grove for $6.

MUSEtime
By Riz Raymundo
Nostalgia
is
memory
exaggerating times, places and
people forever lost in the distant
past. It is great as long as it does not
smother or become possessive. It is
pathetic to observe how its in
fluence can affect a person's
behavior. It’s easy to become lost in
the mist of nostalgia to escape
present realities.
Nostalgia also tends to set one
against the present. How often have
we heard and have we said, “When I
was young . . . .” or “The old way
was better.”? Changes and progress
are hard to accept, so we hide
behind nostalgia.
My mother and I made a
“nostalgic” trip to the Delta area
(between Sacramento and Stockton)
which we hadn’t seen since 1938. We
had lived on Sherman Island, a place
I remember as being hot, dusty and

windy in the summer and knee-deep
muddy, miserably cold and rainy in
the winter. Mom remembers it as a
desolate place of hard work in the
camp kitchen ever cooking for a
crew of tired, hungry asparagus
cutters.
But there are glimmers of happy
memories of after-dinner gatherings
in the large dining room. We’d all sit
around the long dining table, some
playing cards, some telling stories of
their childhood in the Philip
pines,someone playing the guitar or
ukele in accompaniment with
someone (usually my mother)
singing Filipino songs or popular
tunes of the time, and almost always
one or two of the boys entertaining
my brother and me with magic
tricks or riddles.
Before our trip, these nostalgic
pictures of our minds were like old,
faded
snapshots,
yellow-brown

around the edges and the faces and
places dimmed by time.
The trip was enjoyable, seeing
the little towns that hadn’t really
grown much — maybe a building or
two larger. The surprise was seeing
lush
green,
prosperous-looking
farms, shining blue rivers filled with
countless marinas overflowing with
pleasure boats. I was even amazed
to see my old one-room schoolhouse
still standing, glowing with fresh
paint surrounded by well-kept stalls
and a barn.
I can’t say we were sad because
our memories had been super
imposed with the colors and
prosperity we had seen — 46 years
ago is a long time gone and the
grays and browns of those times
could never have remained.
Of course, too, we were just
tourists, and the eyes of a tourist
see only the surface, but I don’t

think I would like to look beneath
that surface, to come face to face
with my memories. I would rather
keep them in one corner of my mind,
to bring out now and then as I would
the family album.

Playbooks Available
Playbooks (scripts) for A Pride of
Heroes, a one-act play by Jean
Ackermann,
have
just
been
published and are now on sale at
The Book Tree, Monterey; Book
works, Pacific Grove; and Books,
Incorporated, Carmel.
The playbooks are $5 a copy, with
special prices for multiple cast
copies available by arrangement
with the playwright, P.O. Box 424,
Pacific Grove.

The Arms Race

(Continued from page 5)
Other Monterey County residents have been
actively involved in working for peace on the
local scene.
“Since the present administration won’t take
action to halt the arms race, and only seems
determined to escalate it, we must vote for
leaders who will! The November election is
critical,” says Jacquelyn Smith, of Carmel,
coordinator of the Monterey County chapter of
Freeze Voter ’84. Smith has been instrumental in
helping Monterey County become one of the most
active areas of the freeze movement in California,
according to Connecticut state representative
Bill Curry, national freeze voter chair.
“I was never any kind of an activist, or even
involved in politics,” says Smith. “But when I
realized how serious the situation is I felt I had to
devote myself to this cause.”
An enemy may be real or imagined. We
perceive the Soviet Union as an enemy and the\
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regard us the same way. As long as we feel
threatened by each other we will be enemies. We
both have the ability to destroy each other — and
everyone else in the world — completely.
What if, aside from mutual nuclear suicide,
these supposed threats were blown out of
proportion? What if they could be dealt with
through communication, understanding, and
changes in attitude by both parties?
Maurice Weir, who leads Beyond War
seminars in Del Rey Oaks, says, “War is obsolete.
Nuclear weapons have made it impossible to have
even small wars anywhere in the world without
the danger of it escalating into a nuclear con
frontation between the superpowers.
“Differences must be resolved by other
means. What is needed most is a change in at
titude. If five percent of the population can
persuade 20 percent of the population to re-orient
their attitudes about war, the overall mood will

shift and we will survive.
“The one thing that would unite the Soviets
and Americans in a common cause more quickly
than anything else,” he says, “would be an in
vasion by hostile beings from outer space.”
If such were to happen, it is likely that we
would join our best resources together in a spirit
of cooperation. The Earth would become one
nation protecting itself, and its inhabitants, one
family.
The whole human family currently faces an
equally dangerous and much more real threat
from its own weapons and missiles. Each super
power has as much to fear from its own military
power as the other’s, because no matter which
side starts the war, it’s the end for us all.
“War should be easier to prevent than an
invasion from outer space,” says Weir, “because
it’s our own invention. Since we created the
problem we can also create the solution.”

4 LOCATIONS TO
SERVE YOU

Katherine E. Stoner
Michelle A. Welsh
Peggy A. Schmidt

Pacific Grove - 1180C Forest - 649-6272
Monterey - 201 Lighthouse - 649-1714
Salinas - 969 West Alisal - 758-0280
Carmel - 173 Crossroads
Highway 1 & Rio Rd. - 625-5180

ATTORNEY AT LAW

STONER. WELSH and SCHMIDT
229 17th Street
P.O. Drawer 11
Pacific' Grove, CA 93950

BAGELS • BAGEL SANDWICHES • BEVERAGES • DESSERTS
Dine in or take out — the finest on the Peninsula . . . and always fresh.

Lesbian
Therapy-Support Group
8 week continuous group
dedicated to our lesbian needs
leading toward higher selfesteem and acceptance.

Jenny Bimbach, facilitator,
licensed intern, MPC 9 s
study teacher, feminist
therapist.

Telephone
(408) 373-1993

DIANA S. CASE________
MARRIAGE. FAMILY, CHILD COUNSELOR

(408) 375-6142
• counseling
• transitions

• personal growth
• stress management

Tina Scherer, co facilitator,
intern-feminist therapist

• relationship issues

First Session: November 4th
Sliding Scale, $8 -12/session
Limited enrollment
Phone: 649-4786

• assertiveness training
• career

6 life planning

BARBARA LICHT-GREENBERG
MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELOR___________

"We are constantly invited to be what we are"
HENRY DAVID IHOREAU

Therapy: a chance to explore your possibilities.

1010 CASS STREET-D9 MONTEREY. CA 93940 • 375-8111

When the ERA was defeated in
1982 we made a pledge to
remember each November.

VOTE YES
ON
A

ARE YOU REALLY
THAT HUNGRY?

Bobby is a 14-week old “veal” calf.
After his birth, he was separated from
his mother, chained in a 2x4 ft.
Wooden crate in total darkness, and fed
a special liquid designed to make him
anemic. This produces the pale, soft
flesh so prized by “gourmets.
ARE YOG REALLY THAT HUNGRY?
Tax-exempt contributions to help
carry this message to the American consumer
should be sent to:

FARM ANIMAL REFORM MOVEMENT

P.O. Box 70123 Washington, DC 20088

NOW the women of
America need you
more than ever.
VOTE!
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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